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BAR BRIEFS

erence to them. The annual meeting will be held at Washington on the
29th of April, 1926. Suggestions should be submitted to the Institute
before that time. The re-statements ready are two in contracts, two in
torts, two in conflict of laws, and one in agency. Any or all of these
may be had for fifty cents a copy by sending requests with remittances
to Secretary R. E. Wenzel at Bismarck. At least twenty-five of each
of these re-statements should be read and critically considered by the
Bar of this state. It is important that orders be placed at once.

VICTOR WARDROPE
(Contributed)
The Bar of North Dakota joins with a multitude of friends in mourning the death of Victor Wardrope, of Leeds, North Dakota, who died on
the morning of February 28th, at his home at Leeds, after an illness of
several months from the somewhat unknown and presumably incurable
malady, designated by physicians as Addison's Disease. About the 1st
of October, 1925, finding himself in failing health, he went to the Mayo
Clinic for treatment. After being under observation and treatment
there until Thanksgiving time, he returned to his home and continued
at home the treatment prescribed for him by the physicians at Rochester.
For a time he seemed to recover strength and while not attending to
business, was able to go about the town, and, in a slight sense, direct
the course of his business affairs. About three weeks before his death,
however, he was taken with a relapse and from that time until the time
of his death was confined to his bed.
Mr. Wardrope was born in Ontario, Canada, in May, 1876, and came
with his parents to North Dakota when he was a very little lad. His
parents settled upon and homesteaded land in Benson County, near
Churchs Ferry, and later "Vic", himself, homesteaded a quarter section
in that neighborhood. He was raised on the farm, and, in those early
days, had very little opportunity for education,-so little that it was not
until he was twenty-one years of age that he graduated from the eighth
grade, completing the grades, as a matter of fact, in the preparatory
department of the University of North Dakota. He was graduated from
the College of Law of the University of North Dakota in 1905. While
at the University he was for three successive years, 1902-3-4, captain of
the football team. He was a member of A. D. T. Literary Society and
was among the University's most prominent debaters during his time,
taking part in local, intercollegiate and international debates. He was
a member of Phi Delta Theta fraternity. Probably no man that the
University has graduated has drawn to him so many friends as Victor
Wardrope.
Following his graduation he went to Minnewaukan, North Dakota,
and in partnership with Henry Devaney, another University of North
Dakota law graduate, started the practice of law. Later he moved to
Leeds, North Dakota, and for the last eighteen years or more has con-
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ducted a successful law business at that point. He was States Attorney
of Benson County for two terms, retiring voluntarily from that position.
He was a member of the State Legislature, House of Representatives, in
the session of 1913, and following that was appointed as a member of
the Board of Regents of the University of North Dakota for a term of
four years. He was also Juvenile Commissioner for the Counties of
Ramsey, Benson, Towner and Rolette. He was a member of the Masonic
fraternity, Kem Temple of the Shrine, Devils Lake Lodge of Elks, Yeomen and the Woodmen, and for a number of years last past had been
superintendent of the Sunday School of the Congregational Church at
Leeds.
In 1907 he was married to Miss Della Ritzman, of Wolford, North
Dakota, also a graduate of the University of North Dakota, and he is
survived by his widow and four children ranging from the ages of seventeen to nine,-Blair, Barbara, Lucile and Shirley,-by his parents, Mr.
and Mrs. Thomas Wardrope,-his brothers, Elmer and Ralph-and his
sisters, Mrs. G. A. Voight, of Leeds; Mrs. N. C. Abbott, of Carnation,
Washington, and Mrs. J. W. Warren, of Los Angeles, California. Four
of his old time chums of the University of North Dakota, John E. Williams, of Washburn, North Dakota; L. L. Butterwick, of Minnewaukan,
North Dakota; G. Grimson, of Langdon, North Dakota, and Fred J.
Traynor, of Devils Lake, North Dakota, were among his pallbearers, and
the University was further represented by the presence of President
Thomas F. Kane, Dean Joseph M. Kennedy, Dean Cockerill, of the Law
School, and John Powell, of the Phi Delta Theta fraternity.
The funeral was conducted according to the Masonic rites, assisted
by Rev. S. M. Irwin, pastor of the Congregational Church, and Rev. A.
J. Garry, pastor of the Methodist Church, and brief addresses were made
-by F. T. Cuthbert, of Devils Lake and Judge A. G. Burr, of Rugby.
Rarely does any man in the ordinary walks of life have such a tribute paid to his worth as was paid to Victor Wardrope on the day of
his funeral; places of business closed, flags on the streets stood at half
mast, the Masonic temple was filled to overflowing, and men and women
from all walks of life and from every corner of the State of North Dakota were there to pay their tribute of respect. The home, the Masonic
Temple and the grave were each a veritable sea of flowers that had come
from friends from near and far.
Few men in the state have so impressed a personality upon their
community and been such a power for good as Victor Wardrope. His
devoted friends are legion. The friends that he made in University days
he held as closest friends until the day of his death, and in his practice
as a lawyer and in his business, gathered new friends daily. He was
always ready with a helping hand for anyone in need, always without
thought of himself or personal gain. His activities among the boys and
girls of his community, in the organization and conducting of his Bible
class, of -his baseball, basketball and debating teams, endeared him to
and made him a power for good among the young people of his com-
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munity. Young and old alike looked upon him as their friend and
counselor. The ways of Providence are best, but poor human minds
find it hard to understand why one who was such a power for good in
life should have to pass on at such a comparatively early age.
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